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mounted, hydraulic tophead drive, 
multi-pass rotary blasthole drilling rig 
specifically designed for production 
blasthole drilling. Operation of the drill 
is performed using electric-over-hydra-
ulic controllers, ergonomically located 
so that the operator faces the drill cen-
tralizer bushing while drilling. 

Two of the seven units ordered were 
delivered in 2005 and are already hard 
at work on the site, equipped with 
Secoroc ballistic button bits. A third 
unit arrived in May with two more units 
arriving in June and then two more in 
August. “We only ordered the last five 
machines once the Bermejal deposit 
was acquired. Some of these units will 
work in the Los Filos deposit and some 
at the Bermejal deposit,” says Caracheo 
Brunel. “We acquired the DM45 model 
because it is the ideal size and capac-
ity for the production volume we’ll be 
managing here.”

Demanding topography 

The two CM760D crawler drill rigs 
with DTH hammers were delivered in 
2005. “These machines are very useful. 
They are currently working on bench 
development but later we plan to use 
them for pre-splitting,” says Caracheo 
Brunel.

Díaz Colunga, project manager, 
adds, “We had seen the CM760 working 
before; they have the versatility needed 
to access this demanding topography, 
which doesn’t offer many possibilities 
of large spaces during the opening of 
the benches. Because of this, they are 
ideal for preparation tasks. Also, we 
required a machine able to conduct 
detailed work such as presplitting and 
road construction. These units are good 
for these jobs.” 

Díaz Colunga continues, “We have 
also chosen these machines, both the 
DM45 and the CM760D, because of 
Atlas Copco’s proven experience. This 
reassures us of the equipment’s good 
performance to guarantee the drilling, 
which is the first, most important step 
in the whole production cycle.”

About 25 contractors are at work on 
the project. Materiales La Gloria – the 
main contractor – is a regular Atlas 
Copco customer, and its fleet of equip-
ment at Los Filos includes T4BH, 

Specifically designed for production blasthole drilling: one of seven DM45HP drill rigs used at Los Filos to 
keep the project on schedule.
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ECM350 and ECM590 drill rigs. Re- 
cently, the company ordered two 
CM780D crawlers with DTH hammers. 
Meanwhile, another major contractor, 
Desarrollos ROD, has a f leet of 15 
ECM350  rigs operating at Los Filos.

Asked about the performance of the 
Atlas Copco equipment, Díaz Colunga 
says, “So far we are satisfied as their 
performance has matched our plans and 
expectations.” He notes that the project 
hasn’t yet reached a normal production 
rhythm. “We believe we will be more 
satisfied with the drilling results if we 
together look after two very important 
factors – the discipline in the operat-
ing habits that we transmit to our per- 
sonnel, and the meticulous respect 
for the preventive maintenance pro-
gram. Other factors are covered by 
engineering design and Atlas Copco’s 
experience, in which we have complete 
faith.”

Specialist support

Madisa, the local Atlas Copco distri-
butor, is responsible for technical support 
at Los Filos and is supported by spe-
cialists from Atlas Copco’s Mexicana 

office. Juan Carlos Gómez, Atlas Copco 
product manager, explains that upon 
delivery of a new drill rig, an Atlas 
Copco specialist will train operators on 
the use of the rig. “At the same time, 
Madisa sends its mechanics and instruc- 
tors so they can participate in training 
and become even more familiar with 
the machine.”

This training is now even more im-
portant for Madisa, which has secured 
a full maintenance and repair contract 
at Los Filos. Operators of the recently 
delivered DM45 and CM760D rigs are 
trained in a three-week program and 
technical visits help to reinforce their 
knowledge.

Javier García Adame and Rosalino 
Carreia Soto are two of the operators of 
the DM45HP rotary rigs. García, who 
has been working for the project for over 
a year, had been operating the DM45 
for nearly four months when Mining 
& Construction visited the site. “It was 
a comprehensive training process but 
easy to take on,” he says. “I have no 
problems with the machine and feel I 
know it quite well now.” 

Carreia, who has been working at 
the project for six months, is still going 

through the training process. “There 
are lots of things to learn but it is not 
complicated at all. And the specialist 
giving the training is good too. I’m 
looking forward to finally operating 
the machine all by myself!”

Díaz Colunga reaffirms the impor-
tance of the training. “We have had the 
benefit of the specialist training that 
Atlas Copco instructors have given to 
our operators. “I am convinced that in 
the future this link will be crucial to 
strengthening the success of our opera-
tions.”

The project is at an advanced stage 
of development. Construction is well 
underway and is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 2006 with com-
mercial production planned to start in 
the second quarter of 2007. Commercial 
production for that year is expected to 
be 200,000 ounces of gold, rising to 
350,000 ounces by 2008. 
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The drilling and blasting pattern at the Los Filos mine showing the angle of the drill holes.
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